Introduction
Mexico ranks fifth among the countries with highest amphibian diversity in the world. It is home to 376 currently recognized species, plus at least 22 proposed new species that are currently being described (Ochoa-Ochoa et al. 2013; Wilson et al. 2013; Parra-Olea et al. 2014) . The Mexican states with the highest species diversity are Oaxaca, Chiapas and Veracruz (Casas-Andreu et al. 1996; Muñoz-Alonso et al. 2013; Parra-Olea et al. 2014) , whereas other states such as Baja California, Baja California Sur and Coahuila are considerably less diverse. These differences can be attributed to the complex physiographic features present in the states with greatest diversity. However, those states have also been most extensively surveyed, so a degree of variation in species diversity could be due to sampling bias. Nayarit, in western Mexico, presents a diverse range of ecosystems (which may contribute to high species diversity) but whose amphibians have been poorly studied. Flores-Villela et al. (2004) stated that the coastal region of western Nayarit is relatively well studied, but the mountainous eastern region of the state is poorly known except in the vicinity of the Tepic-Guadalajara highway. Until about 50 years ago, very little was known about the fauna in the state. Smith and Taylor (1948) and Lewis and Johnson (1955) reported the first major collections and shortly thereafter more sampling occurred (Zweifel 1959) . McDiarmid (1963) added important comments on the highlands of the eastern part of the state, and both Zweifel (1960) and McDiarmid et al. (1976) 
Data collection
This checklist is based upon an extensive review of publications in specialized journals in Herpetology including: Amphibia-Reptilia, Copeia, Herpetologica, Her peto logical Journal, Herpetological Monographs, Herpetological Review, and the Journal of Herpetology. We also search other journals that it is known to publish information on the species distribution: Check List, Revista Mexicana de Biodiversidad, Acta Zoológica Mexicana. Finally, we used the search engine Google Scholar updated to June 2014; we searched using the keywords amphibians or frogs or toads or salamander and Nayarit. Using the HerpNET application (http://www.herpnet2.org), we searched for amphibian records including the words: amphibians or Anura or Caudata and Nayarit. The search yielded a list of museum records filtered to use only registers that included geographical coordinates. These records were then projected into Google Earth, and those whose coordinates were outside the limits of Nayarit were eliminated. We also include information derived from our fieldwork in Nayarit (2010-present) . The fieldwork includes 40 sampling sites (Figure 1 ) across the four physiographic provinces in the state: Sierra Madre Occidental, Pacific coastal plain, Transvolcanic Belt, and Sierra Madre del Sur. Data collection in the field was opportunistic and took place mainly during the rainy seasons. We used a mixture of techniques, including Visual Encounter Surveys (VES) that involved walking in specific spots looking for amphibians in appropriate habitats, surveys at breeding sites, road sampling during rainy nights, and auditory census.
Data analysis
The original list obtained was refined to remove numerous synonyms and was updated following Frost et al. (2006) , Pyron and Wiens (2011) and Streicher et al. (2012) . The protection status of each species is according to the current Mexican NOM-059-2010 (SEMARNAT 2010 and international (IUCN 2014) listings. We also used these resources to identify endemic and introduced taxa. We use photographs as vouchers of our observations in the field; these photographs were deposited in the University of Texas at Arlington Digital Image Collection (UTADC). Species that we were not able to observe in the field were confirmed based on the bibliographic review of specimens deposited in scientific collections. A list of the scientific collections where each species is deposited is presented on the Appendix I.
Results
We obtained a final list including two orders, 10 families, 21 genera and 37 species ( 
Endemism and conservation status
Twenty-one species of amphibians with part of their distributions in Nayarit are endemic to Mexico. Although there are no state endemics, several taxa have a reduced distribution, including parts of Nayarit state (e.g., Eleutherodactylidae). In total, eleven species are included in national and/or international conservation lists. Eight are listed as "under special protection" (Pr) and one as "Endangered" (A) by Mexican NOM-ECOL-059-2010 (SEMARNAT 2010); three as "Vulnerable" (VU), and one as "Endangered" (EN) (IUCN 2014). Only two species (Lithobates megapoda and Pseudoeurycea belli) are listed on both national and international conservation lists.
Discussion
The total number of species we obtained surpasses the previously reported number of amphibian species for Nayarit (30 species, list not present), in the most recent study of Mexican amphibian diversity by Parra-Olea et al. (2014) . Besides the increase of seven species presented by us, it is noteworthy that Parra-Olea et al. (op. cit.) consider that all species of amphibians in Nayarit belong to the order Anura (frogs and toads), with Caudata and Gymnophiona being absent. Our review showed that the salamander Ambystoma rosaceum (Caudata: Ambystomatidae) is present in Nayarit, collected at Sierra de Alica (CansecoMárquez et al. 2007) .
In a recent survey (February, 2014) , VHL collected four individuals of A. rosaceum at Santa Teresa, Municipality of Del Nayar (UTADC 8102). Also, we include Pseudoeurycea belli (Caudata: Plethodontidae) in the checklist, because it was cited by Gadow ( Nayarit. However, we were not able to find records of this species from Nayarit in any scientific collection.
At the regional level (western Mexico), the amphibian fauna of Nayarit can be considered diverse; the state has an area of 27,857 km 2 (23 rd largest in Mexico), and we reported 37 species of amphibians (36 native ; 7 th largest in Mexico) has 43 species of amphibians (Parra-Olea et al. 2014) making it more species-rich than Nayarit. We conclude that, despite its small size, Nayarit can be considered an important region of amphibian diversity because is equally or more diverse than most states in western Mexico with the exception of Jalisco, which is bigger than Nayarit and has seven more species.
Only one species listed in the scientific literature as occurring in Nayarit (Pseudoeurycea belli) was neither observed in the field nor documented from collections. However, we included it into the final list because several authors mentions its presence in the state and also because habitat adjacent populations of P. belli in Jalisco occurs in Nayarit (personal observation). Although Gadow (1905) , Dunn (1926) , Smith and Taylor (1948) and ParraOlea et al. (2005) mention that P. belli is distributed "in the Sierra Madre Occidental from Nayarit and Zacatecas in the northwest…", no supporting material is presented. We were not able to find any collection reports that confirmed the presence of this species in the state. However, there are nearby records in San Sebastian del Oeste, Sierra del Aguila and Sierra los Huicholes, Jalisco (15-20 km from the Nayarit border, ITAC personal observation). The habitat in these localities is continuous with similar habitats in the state of Nayarit and makes the presence of this species very probable.
Final comments
This work is the first comprehensive compilation of published information on amphibians in Nayarit. This constitutes the baseline of information and future fieldwork to the unexplored municipalities of Sierra Madre Occidental and other regions could provide more information and add other taxa to the list. The previous statement is based on the 2014 new municipality records and extension range for species as Ambystoma rosaceum and Plectrohyla bistincta (Luja and Grünwald, submitted paper), and from our recent record of Spea multiplicata as a new state record reported in this paper. 
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